
Pre-AP Sophomore English: Summer Reading Assignment 

Fahrenheit 451 –Brief Essay  
 

 

  

The reading of Fahrenheit 451 and the development and drafting of this essay will serve several 

purposes: 

a. Allow us to begin the year discussing our shared experiences reading the same literature 

b. Allow us to review, apply, and discuss key literary elements and terms within a novel 

c. Allow us to assess our existing writing strengths at the beginning of the course 

This brief essay will also be the first entry in a year-long portfolio we will be keeping during the 

upcoming Pre-AP Sophomore English class. 

1) Obtain a copy of Fahrenheit 451 by Ray Bradbury (the edition is not important, as long as 

you have the full text). For annotation purposes, a physical copy (rather than an eBook) is 

highly recommended.  

2) Over summer, read the novel. Allow yourself adequate time to get through the text without 

supplementary aids such as Sparknotes, BookRags, etc. 

3) Choose which one of the below essay prompts you’ll respond to.  

4) Complete your response to your chosen essay prompt using the accompanying guidelines. 

5) Have a typed, printed copy ready to turn in at the beginning of the school year (Tuesday, 

September 4, 2018) 

6) Use whatever organizational structure you wish for the essay, but please include multiple 

paragraphs, cited evidence when appropriate, and a clear and well-supported focus 

throughout. 



Available Essay Prompts: 

1) How does Fahrenheit 451 differ from more contemporary dystopian stories (Hunger Games 

series, Maze Runner series, Divergent series, etc.)?  

Key questions: 

▪ What are the most noticeable similarities and/or differences? 

▪ Why do those similarities/differences matter? 

▪ How do they affect the tone, message(s), or purpose of each story? 

 

2) Ray Bradbury’s Fahrenheit 451 was first published in 1953. Considering the cultural and 

technological advancements since then, do you think Bradbury’s message and story is still 

relevant to contemporary readers?  

Key questions: 

▪ How are American and Global cultures and technology specifically different now? 

▪ How do these changes affect your evaluation of the novel’s relevance? 

 

3) Which critical ideas in the novel need to be updated to improve their relevance and 

significance to modern readers?  

Key questions: 

▪ How could they best be updated? 

▪ What specific modern circumstance or events make these ideas in need of revision? 

 

4) In Fahrenheit 451, Ray Bradbury makes many bold predictions about the future of our 

culture and society. How does his accuracy in making predictions affect your appreciation 

of the novel? (Be sure you don’t get too tied up in the literal elements of his predictions.) 

Key questions: 

▪ In what ways is Bradbury accurate in his predictions?    

▪ In what ways is he incorrect?   

Final drafts should include:  

 A brief introductory paragraph that sets up the essay’s topic/focus 

 A clear claim/thesis, which is supported throughout paper 

 No less than 2 properly cited references to the novel 

 300-500 words, double-spaced, in Times New Roman, size 12 font 

 Effective use of third-person, present tense, academic voice  

  

Tuesday, September 4, 2018, at start of class Pre-AP Sophomore English class 

Questions? Don’t hesitate to email Mr. Macomber  

(mmacomber@lwsd.org) this summer. 

 Have a great summer! 

                                     -Ray 

mailto:mmacomber@lwsd.org

